


N       ew Year’s Eve commemorates the finale of a very special 
year celebrating 50-years of the  Urban League of Greater 

Hartford - “Looking Back, Marching Forward!”

During the last six months, we paid tribute to our founders and 
leaders, recalled the challenges and the triumphs of organization 
that has been on the forefront of community advancement and 
self-sufficiency since September 1964. 

From the early years to the present, we actively engaged our 
community in civil service, political enfranchisement, education, 
faith, economic development and business.

When the League became the 66th National Urban League 
affiliate, William “Bill” Brown led the vision as its first Executive 
Director charting a course for equal opportunity and human 
dignity, which continue to be relevant today. 

The League’s portfolio of services and programs has expanded 
from its  very first housing program  to now include  adult 
education, financial literacy and youth development.  Over the 
past 50 years, we have touched the lives of over 100,000 families 
in the Capital Region of Connecticut.  Our organization has taken 
great pride in building coalitions and long-standing partnerships 
between community and grass roots organizations, philanthropic 
organizations concerned about the quality of life for the most 
vulnerable among us, and the corporate sector. 

However, for as much as we have accomplished to “Empower 
Communities and Change Lives”, our work is far from being 
complete, and we look to our friends and supporters to continue 
on this journey with us. 

As  the Nation’s oldest newspaper celebrating 250 years of 
journalism, the League is  honored to partner with the Hartford 
Courant to produce this 50-Years Anniversary Special Edition 
Souvenir Insert commemorating the rich history of the Urban 
League of Greater Hartford. We sincerely thank all of our 
sponsors, donors, and League members for their unwavering 
loyalty, commitment and financial contributions over the years, 
and we look forward to your continued support.  

We thank and acknowledge  the tireless  work of our Board of 
Directors, the League’s executive leadership team and staff.  
Much of the work and successes, past and present, would not be 
without you.

We hope you enjoy our Special Edition Souvenir Insert.  It is a  
privilege and esteemed honor to serve as the Board of Directors 
Chairperson and President and Chief Executive Officer of this 
great organization.

On behalf of the Urban League of Greater Hartford, its board and 
staff, we wish you a safe Holiday Season and Happy New Year!

Dear Friends and Supporters,

Adrienne W. Cochrane
President and Chief Executive Officer

Theresa Hopkins-Staten
Chairperson

Warmest regards,

Special Thanks to DORNENBURG  | KALLENBACH ADVERTISING for providing the cover design and to Ty Waterman, BKS Photography for the photos he took.De
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Adrienne W. Cochrane
President and Chief Executive Officer
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At TD Bank, we’re
happy to support the
things that bring our
community together.

TD Bank, N.A. | Equal Housing Lender



Over the past 50 years, we have touched the lives of over 
100,000 families in the Capital Region of Connecticut
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UPDIKE, KELLY &

SPELLACY, P.C.
Salutes theUrbanLeagueofGreaterHartford for its50-Year

AnniversaryCelebrationandCongratulatesChiefJohnB.

Stewart,Jr., InauguralRecipientof theWilliam

“Bill”BrownLeadership&CommunityServiceAward,and

SanfordCloudJr.,Recipientof theCommunityServiceAward



Past to Present....
In this Hartford Courant Special Edition Issue for the Urban League of Greater Hartford, we share a glimpse of the trials 

and triumphs from 1964-2014,  demonstrating the continued need for “Empowering Communities and Changing 
Lives” in the Connecticut Capital Region.  “Looking Back, Marching Forward,” the 50th Anniversary theme, was 

equal parts retrospective and projection; honoring those who paved the way and sharing the vision for the future.

Across America, thousands of men, 
women and youth from all racial and ethnic 
backgrounds, social strata and religious 
beliefs are taking to the streets in peaceful 
protest against racial and social injustice. 
For most of us, the images we see in print, 
electronic and social media evoke similar 
memories of a volatile period of protests for 
change 50-years ago.

From Hartford to Oakland, tens of thousands 
are chanting “I can’t breathe,” “Hands up, 
don’t shoot,” and “Black lives matter.” These 
chants are reminiscent of   “I AM A MAN,” 
and “WE SHALL OVERCOME” from a 
previous era.

Urban League of Greater Hartford,  the 
66th affiliate of the National Urban League 
opened its doors in September 1964; two 

months after President Lyndon B. Johnson 
signed the most pivotal piece of Legislation 
of the Twentieth Century  - The Civil Rights 
Act of 1964.  

The League came into existence during an 
explosive period of change. African American 
leaders in North Hartford recognized their 
ties to the Civil Rights struggles of the South.  
This resulted in leadership bringing the 
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. to the 
University of Hartford with his message of 
hope and non-violence.

The early pioneers of the League’s 
formation were Rachel Milton, an African 
American leader who lead the process; 
Marion Grant, the well-connected sister of 
actress Kathryn Hepburn; and Norris O’Neill, 
a local politician and attorney. They issued 

a joint invitation to National Urban League 
Executive Director Whitney M. Young to 
Hartford.  Delivering an impassioned speech 
to executives of Aetna, United Technologies, 
the Hartford Foundation for Public Giving 
and the United Way, Young was able to 
attract the first seed money to establish an 
Urban League in Hartford.

WILLIAM “BILL” BROWN, 
FIRST EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

William, “Bill” Brown, later affectionately 
known in Hartford as “Mr. Urban League,” 
became the League’s first Executive Director. 
Throughout his tenure, he established a 
legacy of highly effective programs in 
housing, job training, education, financial 
literacy and later, youth development. 

Brown possessed the amazing ability to 

balance the needs of various stakeholder 
communities without sacrificing his personal 
or professional integrity.  At the height of the 
Civil Rights Movement, he masterfully built 
consensus and promoted collaboration that 
erected bridges between communities that at 
times drifted apart.  As an authentic leader 
who walked courageously in his truth, Bill 
Brown epitomized integrity, humility, and 
courage.  

On November 7, 2014, a sold-out 50th 
Anniversary Equal Opportunity Day Dinner 
audience at the Marriott Hotel in downtown 
Hartford, witnessed the unveiling of the 
Inaugural William “Bill” Brown Leadership 
and Community Service Award.  This honor 
was bestowed upon Chief John B. Stewart, 
Jr., the first African American Fire Chief for 
the City of Hartford. 

LOOKING BACK

De
ce

m
be

r 3
1,

 2
01

4 
• 6



Past to Present....

In our Nation and in Greater 
Hartford, we have a 
significant task ahead.  To 

paraphrase Dr. King, we must 
bend the long arc of the moral 
universe towards justice once and 
for all. 

Looking forward, time will not 
wait for a future generation to 
appropriate fairness under the 
law, enfranchisement, equal 
opportunity and economic 
prosperity if we do not act now. 

Urban League of Greater 

Hartford will continue to 
provide high quality services to 
communities in need. We have 
expanded our repertoire to include 
initiatives that address pre-natal 
and infant health and other health 
disparities in communities of 
color.   We are eternally grateful to 
our local, state, federal, corporate, 
government, and philanthropic 
partners for supporting our work 
and our mission.

The Urban League is a 
community organization.  As such 
sometimes we are collaborators; 

other times we are conveners. 
In both instances we continue to 
need funding and membership 
support to sustain and grow.  With 
your active participation we will 
continue to play an integral role 
in the lives of those we serve 
by providing them with the 
foundation to achieve educational, 
occupational and economic 
equality for themselves and their 
families which will enhance the 
quality of life for those who reside 
in Capitol city, and our great state.

balance the needs of various stakeholder 
communities without sacrificing his personal 
or professional integrity.  At the height of the 
Civil Rights Movement, he masterfully built 
consensus and promoted collaboration that 
erected bridges between communities that at 
times drifted apart.  As an authentic leader 
who walked courageously in his truth, Bill 
Brown epitomized integrity, humility, and 
courage.  

On November 7, 2014, a sold-out 50th 
Anniversary Equal Opportunity Day Dinner 
audience at the Marriott Hotel in downtown 
Hartford, witnessed the unveiling of the 
Inaugural William “Bill” Brown Leadership 
and Community Service Award.  This honor 
was bestowed upon Chief John B. Stewart, 
Jr., the first African American Fire Chief for 
the City of Hartford. 

Since our journey began, the Urban 
League has touched the lives of more 
than 100,000 families. We have witnessed 
changes in our organization; broadening 
its base of programmatic support in the 
African American, Caribbean and Latino 
communities. There are countless success 
stories in home ownership, youth development, 

adult education, workforce development and 
financial literacy.   

 We would be remiss if we did not 
acknowledge that despite the many successes 
over the past 50 years, the most recent deaths 
of two unarmed African American men from 
Ferguson, MO and Staten Island, NY at the 
hands of Law Enforcement, is a sobering 

reminder that our work is far from done.  
Justice denied for one is justice denied for all.

As we conclude 2014, our triumphs at the 
League exemplify the manner in which we 
inspire and provide tools of support to help 
so many overcome obstacles to realizing their 
dreams.

TODAY

LOOKING FORWARD
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To learn how to become more engaged with the Urban League of Greater Hartford, please 
visit our web site at http:www.ulgh.org or call: 860-527-0147 and ask for Karol Jimenez.
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Empowering Communities and
Changing Lives

ARCHITECTURE
PLANNING
INTERIOR ARCHITECTURE
STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

Atlanta GA
Boston MA

Glastonbury CT
Syracuse NY

p 860 657.8077
www.slamcoll.com
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Photo credit: BKS Photography and Ty Waterman
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Congratulations!
on 50 years of empowering

communities and changing lives.

We are proud to be
Partners in a Caring Community with you!
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Urban League of Greater Hartford 
is Grateful to our Mission Supporters  

and Sponsors for 50 Years of  
Empowering Communities. 

Changing Lives. 

Urban League of Greater Hartford | 140 Woodland Street, Hartford, CT 06105 | 860.527.0147 | www.ulgh.org 
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